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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty In the English language. 

2. Claims 74-79,81 , and 85-87 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Shennan (6.952,676). 

In regard to claims 74 and 75, Sherman shows in Figure 1, an apparatus for 
controlling a function provided at least in part by way of a portable electronic device, the 
apparatus comprising: a portable device comprising: a microphone for obtaining speech 
data (item 129); digitizing the speech data (col 8, Fig. 3, item 326); a first transceiver 
(wireless communication channel, col. 7, In 55-60) for transferring the speech data to a 
computer system (Fig. 3, col. 6); and a speaker (item 128) for providing an audible 
signal on the occurrence of a trigger specified by control data; and a computer system 
comprising: a data store for performing speech recognition on the speech data and 
extracting a spoken command (col. 7-8, item 326); means for identifying at least a 
desired trigger for an event based upon a result of the speech recognition; means for 
generating control data corresponding to the desired trigger; and a second transceiver 
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(wireless communication channel, col. 7, In 55-60) transferring the control data from the 
computer system to the portable device (col. 6-8, data can be uploaded or downloaded). 

In regard to claims 76,79, and 85-87, Sherman shows the an apparatus 
discussed above, wherein the portable device comprises a clock and a means for 
comparing a current time to a time specified by the control data (col. 6, In 6, calendar 
application would inherently includes a clock which has times for tasks that can be 
compared) and means for identifying one of a plurality of functions based upon an 
output of the means for speech recognition (questions asked and answered which 
means they are parsed for keywords). 

In regard to claims 77 and 78, Sherman shows the apparatus discussed above, 
wherein the computer system comprises a speech synthesizer (col. 8, In 50-65), which 
inherently comprises a plurality of synthesized voices and the computer system 
comprises a means for selecting one of the plurality of synthesized voices based upon a 
result of the speech recognition (users can usually customize the voice that speaks 
tasks to them). 

In regard to claim 81, Sherman shows the apparatus discussed above, wherein 
wherein the computer system comprises a calendar facility (col. 6, In 10-20). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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2. Claim 80 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sherman (cited above). 

In regard to claim 80, Sherman shows the apparatus discussed above, wherein 
wherein the computer system comprises a plurality of applications (col. 6, In 10-20). 
Sherman does not specifically show that the computer system comprises means for 
identifying one of a plurality of functions based upon an output of the means for speech 
recognition and means for selecting one of the plurality of voices based upon the 
identified function. The Examiner takes Official Notice that one in the art of portable 
devices would know how to program this feature to be performed. 

3. Claims 82-84 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sherman (cited above) in view of Forcier et al. (7,061 ,381 ). 

In regard to claims 82 and 84, Sherman shows the apparatus discussed above, 
but does not specifically show that the portable device comprises means for 
automatically detecting one or more other devices that are proximate to the portable 
device having a fixed location and means for associating a list of the one or more other 
devices with the speech data. Forcier et al. shows an ultrasonic transmitter and receiver 
that can be used with PDAs. Therefore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to add these features because they provide the system with more portability. 

In regard to claim 83, Sherman shows the apparatus discussed above, but does 
not specifically show a database comprising records of one or more events associated 
with speech data and corresponding lists of other devices; and means for searching the 
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database for records at least in part according to the corresponding lists of other 
devices. The Examiner takes Official Notice that one in the art of portable devices would 
know how that databases of desired data can be generated and used as needed. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Susan McFadden whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7621. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richemond Dorvil can be reached on 571-272-7602. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Infomnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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